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genius of Bach, to realises itself without distraction,
and without waste. Busoni was mistaken when
lie told his Vienna friends that the young man
from Finland, " true 1o his northern origin, has
developed later than we." He had really developed
further already, in the sense that, thanks to his
nature and to his relative isolation, he had accu-
mulated fewer spiritual superfluities that would
later have had to be scrapped. It is because
Karl Ekman provides us with so much first-hand
evidence of Sibelius's imperturbable progress to-
wards his pre-appointed goal that this book is
indispensable to anyone who would get to the
secret of this great musical solitary.
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